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Synopsis

Addressing both collegiate and professional sports, the updated edition of Fair Play explores the
ethical presuppositions of competitive athletics and their connection both to ethical theory and to
concrete moral dilemmas that arise in actual athletic competition. A major new section in chapter
four examines the ethics of genetically enhancing athletic abilities. Other new material covers the
analysis of sports and games according to influential philosopher Bernard Suits; the morality of
cheating and the ethics of strategic fouling; and the impact of performance-enhancing drugs on the
legitimacy of records. In addition, Simon provides enhanced considerations of the morality of
competition in sports, the ethical aspects of violence in sports, and the arguments in defense of

intercollegiate sports.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“This third edition of Fair Play is like those that preceded itA¢a -4 accessible, intelligent,
persuasive, and well written.A A But Professor Simon has improved the book by including new
information, most notably on the issues of genetic enhancement and intercollegiate athletic
reform.A A Now, more than ever before, Fair Play stands out as the premier text in the

area.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 *Scott Kretchmar, Pennsylvania State University A¢a -A“Robert
SimonA¢a -a,¢s new edition of Fair Play is, simply put, the best book of its kind in the literature.
The new section on genetic enhancement and the expanded section on the moral quandaries of

intercollegiate sports are welcome, not to mention timely, additions. WhatA¢a -a,¢s more, the book



is a compelling read, free of jargon, persuasively argued, and teeming with incisive

commentary.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 ‘William Morgan, University of Southern California

Robert L. Simon is Marjorie and Robert W. McEwen Professor of Philosophy at Hamilton College. A
past fellow at the Rockefeller Foundation and National Endowment for the Humanities,A A he has
also served as president of the International Association for the Philosophy of Sport. His books
include The Individual and the Political Order,Neutrality and the Academic Ethic, and The Blackwell
Guide to Political and Social Philosophy,A A and he is on the editorial board of the Journal of the

Philosophy of Sport.

Simon’s book is a classic in the discipline. His account of sport as "a mutual quest for excellence
through challenge" is influential in the field, and in my view is correct. The book deals with many
ethical issues in sport, such as performance-enhancement, gender equity, college sports, and the
commercialization of sports. This book could also be useful as an introductory text in a philosophy
course, as a way to show the value of philosophical reasoning for issues in daily life. It is very
readable and free of jargon. | would highly recommend this book to anyone interested in a
thoughtful exploration of some of the key ethical issues in contemporary sports, in both theory and

practice.

good

Arrived as advertised.

FAIR PLAY: THE ETHICS OF SPORT appears in its third edition to provide new sections analyzing
sports, games, and ideas of philosophy. From revised considerations of the morality of sports
competition and violence concerts to discussions of headline-making issues, this is packed with

discussions key to any high school or college-level survey of professional sports and ethics.
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